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Introduction

• Scientific communication is essential for helping us use and take care 
of this earth. 

• Researchers who discover the wonders of science must tell someone 
about their findings in clear, complete, and concise terms. 

• To add to the pool of scientific knowledge, scientists must synthesize 
available information with what they discover. 

• If a scientist garbles words or leaves out important points, messages 
become unclear, and the progress of science suffers.



Periodically remind yourself about the fundamentals of science
and about successful communication.



A Poster

 Posters are a key component of communicating your science and an 

important element in a successful scientific career. 

 Posters, while delivering the same high-quality science, offer a 

different medium from either oral presentations or published papers, 

and should be treated accordingly. 

 Posters should be considered a snapshot of your work intended to 

engage colleagues in a dialog about the work, or, if you are not 

present, to be a summary that will encourage the reader to want to 

learn more. 

 Many a lifelong collaboration has begun in front of a poster 

board







Purpose of a Poster

 Communicate research

 To illustrate key points in a visually stimulating manner

 To represent yourself and your work to peers and colleagues

 To network with leaders in your field of interest



Academic Poster?
 A form of Academic Expression

 Summary of Research (5 – 10 minutes)

 Visually augmented discussion/interaction

 At conferences viewers come to you (or you can invite)

 People search published abstracts

 Posters may be grouped by field & folks may wander

 New Information

 Characteristic Fields

 Appearance/Content varies by

 Field or Lab



Why are Academic Posters Important?

 Represents you and you sponsor’s research at:

 Conferences

 Symposia

 Hallways

 Informational Days

 Demonstrate expertise

 Demonstrate attention to detail

 Practice public speaking

 Learn about most current results in field

 Deepens understanding of topic

 Opportunity for teaching and learning

 Share ideas

 Create collaborations









Ten Rules for a Good Poster Presentation

Rule 1: Define the Purpose

Rule 2: Sell Your Work in Ten Seconds

Rule 3: The Title Is Important

Rule 4: Poster Acceptance Means Nothing

Rule 5: Many of the Rules for Writing

a Good Paper Apply to Posters, Too



Ten Rules for a Good Poster Presentation

Rule 6: Good Posters Have Unique

Features Not Pertinent to Papers

Rule 7: Layout and Format Are Critical

Rule 8: Content Is Important, but

Keep It Concise

Rule 9: Posters Should Have

Your Personality

Rule 10: The Impact of a Poster

Happens Both During and After the

Poster Session



Practical work for Poster Development





Who are my audiences ?

















































































Examples 



























“If it dies, it’s biology, if it blows up, it’s chemistry,

if it doesn’t work, it’s physics.”
JOHN WILKES


