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Introduction

Scientific communication is essential for helping us use and take care
of this earth.

Researchers who discover the wonders of science must tell someone
about their findings in clear, complete, and concise terms.

To add to the pool of scientific knowledge, scientists must synthesize
available information with what they discover.

If a scientist garbles words or leaves out important points, messages
become unclear, and the progress of science suffers.



Periodically remind yourself about the fundamentals of science
and about successful communication.

THE CHRONICLE OF HIGHER EDUCATION A.J. TOOS

‘““Class, who can tell me whar Mr. Billingsley did wrong,
in addition to majoring in this discipline?’’



A Poster

m  Posters are a key component of communicating your science and an
important element in a successful scientific career.

m  Posters, while delivering the same high-quality science, offer a
different medium from either oral presentations or published papers,
and should be treated accordingly.

m  Posters should be considered a snapshot of your work intended to
engage colleagues in a dialog about the work, or, if you are not
present, to be a summary that will encourage the reader to want to
learn more.

= Many a lifelong collaboration has begun in front of a poster
board
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Purpose of a Poster

= Communicate research
®  To illustrate key points in a visually stimulating manner
" To represent yourself and your work to peers and colleagues

" To network with leaders in your field of interest



Academic Poster?

= A form of Academic Expression
®  Summary of Research (5 — 10 minutes)
®  Visually augmented discussion/interaction
m At conferences viewers come to you (or you can invite)
®  People search published abstracts
m  Posters may be grouped by field & folks may wander
= New Information
m  Characteristic Fields

m  Appearance/Content varies by

= Fijeld or Lab



Why are Academic Posters Important?

= Represents you and you sponsor’s research at:
= Conferences
= Symposia
= Hallways
= Informational Days
= Demonstrate expertise
= Demonstrate attention to detail
®=  Practice public speaking
= Learn about most current results in field
= Deepens understanding of topic
= Opportunity for teaching and learning
= Share ideas

L Create collaborations







A poster can be better
than giving a talk

More efficient because:
» you totally bomb at giving talks
» can be viewed while you nap
» can hang in the department for years

» can reach folks not in your field of research



Posters serve as...

An advertisement of your hard work

Kool wow! check
this out!, you must
be smart!




Ten Rules for a Good Poster Presentation

Rule 1: Define the Purpose

Rule 2: Sell Your Work in Ten Seconds
Rule 3: The Title Is Important
Rule 4: Poster Acceptance Means Nothing

Rule 5: Many of the Rules for Writing
a Good Paper Apply to Posters, Too



Ten Rules for a Good Poster Presentation

Rule 6: Good Posters Have Unique
Features Not Pertinent to Papers

Rule 7: Layout and Format Are Critical

Rule 8: Content Is Important, but
Keep It Concise

Rule 9: Posters Should Have
Your Personality

Rule 10: The Impact of a Poster
Happens Both During and After the
Poster Session



Practical work for Poster Development



Simplify your paper into
poster format

Your First Chance to Capture Your Audicnce
and Make Them Want to Check Out Your Stuff

N

———

* Find out the size required!



Who are my audiences ?
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Remember, most of these “scientists”
come for the free booze

#xx YN EEFECT OF X ON Y CELLS
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Large type Results Carefully
states methods, artfully buried in a omits
not results methods deseription  interpretations



Start putting
together your
< main elements



ol
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&) Small blocks
of supporting text

¥ XX EFFECT OF X ON Y CELLS

The need for

chairs in front

of your poster
will not go
over well




Your copy should answer...

¥ XX “V""'" EFFECT OF X ON Y CELLS

Why? Methods? What do | i
recommend? :

What did
What am | | find?

adding?
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Pick a software program

Although you’ Il probably gravitate towards PowerPoint,
consider a true design program.



PowerPoint

e OK, but the colors will fool you

e Fasy to use

¢ [nflexible

* Designed for overhead projection



Adobe Illustrator or InDesign

-rr-\_,_,_\ * Excellent

A e More difficult to learn
e \What you see is what you get

¢ Others: Canvas, Publish-It, Corel Draw,
LaTeX, etc.



Let’ s design a poster!



Your poster title:

Think BIG! Really Big!

Your biggest impact!

Boldface type
Not all caps!

Poster title goes here, containing strictly only the
essential number of words...

Group authors
names and
affiliations
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The Secrets of Readable Text:

Lurge type Results Curefully
states methods, artfully buried in a omits
not results methods description  interpretations



Paster title goes here, containing strictly
only the essential number of words...
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¢ | eave breathing space
around your text

¢ Plain fonts even serif here
® Same size and style

¢ [ eft-aligned
The reason is...



Conclusions first!

¢ Put the most important
part first!

¢ Short and to the point!

¢ Upper left hand corner
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Bagy for the eye to follow

P

Utter chaos
will make

folks dizzy!
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Can anyone read
your body text?

EITH LT R M -

o e MAKE LINES OF TYPE SO LONG THAT THE READER
L0 e s s s GETS LOST WHEN TIYING TO FIND THE NEXT Ling
SR8 0% e sty AND MISSES A WHOLE LINE OF TEXT
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Images and graphs say much
more than words

We Acknowiedge
NIM grant # XXX

BIG figures that use color



Keep posters visual
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Picture perfect photos

¢ Avoid resolution overkill!
At least 150 dpi, but no more than 300 dpi

e Save photos as jpg or png
Line art as a png (graphs)

¢ Web images are usually
poor resolution
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Your cool images
mean nothing
without a

scale bar or
description



Don’ t forget your funding
acknowledgements

Professional Template for a 7T2x48 poster presentation

Vo tee wmt e camme 4 e g i Mo e Bt V1 B a gt ee— e ey

CNF-NSF-BMR, etc

Your department can
provide you with the
required wording




Your contact info!!!

Without it you’ Il become
“va know, those guys with the awesome poster”

Professional Template for a 7T2x48 poster presentation

Vo ce et Pt camme A Pe e g e N b e Bt Vi P s s be— g et
. ——— W it e @

Include all s = _xoPrl—
contact info: —— — == gl
e Mail address = o ——e— e

e E-mail = it



Using color to engage your readers

2-3 colors, no more!

Dark type on
light color background
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Whoa! Where s my sunglasses?
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This attracts attention but tires out the eye



Be carefull with the
primary colors

51.102.255 10:2.51.255 204.51.255 255.51.204
£3366FF #E6633FF #CC33IFF #FF330C
51.244.155 0.61.245 0.46.184 255.51.102
#33CCFF #0030DF5 #[W2ERR #FF33586

51255104 184.138.0 245.184.0 235.102.51
#3IFFCC #FSERO0 #FFE633
51.255.102 102.255.51 204.255.51 235204.51

#33FF56 HE6FF33 #CCFFI3 #FROC33
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« Peach Green & Seeds

» Rust

« doliar

http://www.colorschemer.com/online.html



Be aware of busy backgrounds
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A little different!
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Edit, Edit, Edit and
Evaluate!

 Camserapoific Tharapy TESBLCmt B = Inbibiens [Staties]
Suppren Proditor st smf Induce el o T coll L ympd
Wasnihrn | Gotbiin ™ Surwann Yot =%, Cuthy b et |

M- s
Swarshamars Coflege F1 0 ol Dt of M b 7 N vy o vl & et Cx bad

N ———

s S |
e — - 8 n e .
et avmete | 78 BN LN T m—. ¢ —— :ma ~
-—Cus P ——, - ‘ B — - ——
e . a—— LTRSS S e o
|- - :—.n--—--- 4 ae)
o O s e g L} > : v
4 ——— - - G e
N S e ——— - pd 4 -



Print out a letter size draft

Can you read the type?
Are these the colors you really want?

Does it look too busy?

¥ XX ' cdoc EFFECT OF X ON Y CELLS

Do my main points pop? ~ willig ,
¥ . L e e

\ -

-

Keep it simple

lLarge type Results Carefully
stat methods artfully buried io n omits
not ult methods description interpretstions



CCMR has &2 poster printers!

Our wonderful computing facilities offers
state of the art poster printing

The secret of a good poster:
“Ugly design print ugly poster’,

http://cf.ccmr.cornell.edu/cf_newsite/poster print/index.html



You' re not done yet...

Prepare a 3-5 minute verbal explanation

| #xx MYO¥™  EFFECT OF X ON Y CELLS

Is he ever
going to
ShHUT UP???




Prepare mini size poster handouts

¢ Provides a written record for
interested folks

¢ Makes you look together

¢ Be sure to include complete
contact information

e Might even get you a job!
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Using 2 Windhreak Habitat Model Across Broad Landscapes:
The Effect of Local Landscape Composition and Geographic Location
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Earty Outcomes of B First 1471 Consecutive Kyphoplasty Procedures in the Unied States
tor the Fination of Pairtul Osteopenic Vertebral Body Comgpression Fractures (VCF)

B & Gete VD st @ Labmne’ S0 Vet h Sany’ B0 st W aw B0 Fan® N S0 et S’ B0 S A S B D e B’ WD e Sty Wty e

e o e ST Sy J AT S S e (ST KA e # O e e
T —

W W B Sy ® S T - T—— — ) . grewnan T s S y——— o S— Py )

— o

o

3!1!

1 3

LLTAEL

|

DI i e e e i T T R I

B T I e i
———

——

A S 4 P | e -~




Poster title goes here, containing strictly
only the essential number of words. ..

Auther's Mame's Gaes Here, Authar's Mampe's Goes Here, Authars Name/s Gass Here

Iitra ductin

Feax.

D e s v

Taoed ey D oA TR T

A T T S
Faral,

[E e [ R

B AUTEE O T8 2 S 2T Bt Pof S

T T W Tl Tl

DITE AT A0 DA TR

e B e

E R

LT Aol [ I
ST DA AT

Audies'as Goas Hare, Aodressies Goes Here, Agrresses Goes Her

Mithod Recults
TR TRyt s T T e
= Pl o o vt L] Frsrscais chompart v v chaeraws Jocs.
Brvchls wearbies auciones ol Wby T
' T o
it ute porll el e iy ot i Foure’ P Pl
. ; i AT L1 LT R T
wnEnris okl o Mt cirabeatwnas FEOTTFF
+ i I LR TR
oo TR LT il Wﬁ
T
Ty TN S T Ay
[ L toma 2ol hdtaky B eyt Coll el
* il v e ek, Dol wviaga st
e s e
_'__'-_“'_- s AT
—— 2 arththa e &7 Eoda s v et
ity A L
s, WA
@ TIEE Proadtia, Do pbrmlon o M .

Conchisii

Ao s d g i el s

AT A L DA L

[ i ey e ety

I Y A e R




A Large-Scale Public Librarys

Oh my gawd!




ORTANT: NUMBER OF PATCHES C
Dz Kelse. 138 Ssert

Sat DRy ks

{ mmmssm |

Nice flow,
but too

metallic

Cevteprecint

gt S £3. R, <
A Y LIPS T GBI L WL WA L e

i 1 b Terek OIS
o) VIR Yera
O o
b [
e by Vs i
o e P




I’ ve fallen,
andIcan’ tget up




Your Ingenious Teaser Right Here to Woo Them

Karolinska
Institutet

Conclusions first: 44 pt bold

Aways put 19 most important part - your
conclusions - 1rsi! Flace your tonciusions n 1o
UDPSr T hana comar of your pastar,

Prepans your matasal fom the raaders
perpective. YWhat vess dore, by whe and your
concdusion s o be undersiood witil & couple
of second's readng! Uze actve vows when
writng the teat. wsaizas 3 ptroguly

Down to the Body

T o st Mregke

Introduction :

Posters 2es primaly Vs presertatons
Your poster should D= doninakeo by s=i-
e anetary Bustratiorsauch as grephs ad
plotures wile e amourt of e should be
e to e mamimum. . G

Your aim

Your puster bs & adverfrement fr you!
ressarch and as such (Uhesds 1o be eye-
ctching s stradght 0 the port. You oy
Feoves mecirids, or &t besd & dew minutss o
Arac b atertion of the vistor 10 a posker

Keep WAT CRIIRTE caqr and your text oonoes
Decta Whet 15 1avant 17 F¥8 postar and try 1
OFt YOUr MEERATR AOTNRS 1) YOLX LAt g

Layout, photos ahd print

Ceatoct Jactohicha ot University Lirory for
help with layout ang imgge sahancement. For
prrtouss orc peofeasiorial phaloorashers
coract Btomabema, Fore more efoomaticn:

l.ll“-

W YT e o Dl el

Tips:
The Lest fom! for leat tdocks e &re as shot
& tey shoukd be on @ poster /3 & Sans Senf

W7D TR TIRaSG A 5 Sais Seriorky "7 0

SUCN &5 A oF A h Sars ralne YeEn sent
fonts fbe Times or Courier

AYGID CAPITAL LETTERS 1N TEXTS THAT
ARE LONGEN THAN ONE LINE SINGE
THEY ARE MOSE DXFFICULT TO READ,

Handouts

¥y R0cead In getiing the rsaoer's
AENLON POCUOE NEANT WIN more detaded
CrMEton In he orm of handouta of peatec
SNCES WCALOE ey O yous NEio
InISa of your posier

1 53 chwarys niza o pUR In A picture and
wiite some fow short notes of what's
going on n the futre. Put hancouts,
Busines: sards, nearby - on 2 tabls o in
an sweioos hung with the posks,

Gorgeous



FD FROM AIRWAY PRESSLRY

« Meutherice Bavles, MDD FAAEM
ey of Promms iy asks Habmomans | s cruey
¥ oF g MUYy s incegene s Modcine |, Philadeiphia, PA 1T NA
AN l_g_(_)_l_’_li__](,\
& ‘:rh-n Pl AR S BIPAF) hos beem poeyseants o
it - e g s (ALT) o o
Ax [ Betdanecar . Dby rost romnts tham

i St b o ey e A APEY s detery
ATWE s oo b g ool Do puvrmnbue

50 & Pbanenacy Wiehatsrmms sl o | sonavokey bomput 20
I'Q_ft'tl.hl Potiemte bpaninlly Semttfatest with APRN s ooy oni bl
LT T o P10, - a9 wore @ PR o1 1)
e wond ¢ T ool 08 e Fhs puevvarte
~

i o ot e o i D Welcome to
s the 80’ s

Fer sure!

Franspost Salety

CONCLLSHONS

APRY b oas




Poster title goes here, containing strictly only the
essential number of words...

-- Author's Mamels Goes Hare, Author's Mamels Goes Herz, Author's Mamels Goes Here

"Jm'-': Addrasses Goes Here, Addrassies Goes Hare, Address/ies Goes Hara
e - T
i ——- e e e e
Ieaphtach 24 PR, g e i, L P, Thidh o8 el a0 L
il

P S e P

. g, Mg i

Talr Ay, b, Haka Pk
.

Thatany 1 e bl b o v Lo, g,

Tobuacs craahuban.

by it bl - ook i,

Tk

-

This works!



“If it dies, it's biology, if it blows up, it's chemistry,

If It doesn’t work, It's physics.”
JOHN WILKES



